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ABSTRACT
Accreditation is a seal of recognition sought by almost all institutions of higher education. Accreditation is offered at several
levels, including university, college, school and program. American academicians are familiar with the Council for Higher
Education Association and the "Regional Accreditation'' associations. Faculty in colleges and schools of business worldwidt
recognize AACSB International and European Quality Improvement System (EQUIS), as accrediting bodies for business
colleges and schools. Similarly, degree programs, for example, accounting, the engineering fields, and health care
professions, have accreditation bodies. One such accreditation body, very familiar to engineers and computer a scientist, but
new to business' academicians is ABET. ABET, through its Computing Accreditation Commission (CAC), now accredits
programs in Information Systems. This paper looks at the philosophy of accrediting programs, specifically information
systems programs, overviews the ABET accreditation criteria and process, considers the "costs and benefits'' of accrediting
information systems programs, and develops a diagram detailing the internal steps of the ABET accreditation process in a
familiar systems analysis and design approach. These steps are then grouped into before, during, and after the accreditation
onsite team visit. Potential impediments related to these steps are identified with resolution strategies arc presented. The
paper concludes by arguing that whether or not a program pursues rs accreditation, much of what is presented here and
required of ABET is applicable to any well-run rs program dedicated to continuously delivering a quality curriculum to its
students.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Accreditation exists to develop and promote academic
standards. Accreditation provides assurance that graduates
meet certain minimum standards (Mackenzie, I 964 ),
qualifying them for professional practice and post-graduate
education, and assures that some uniformity in educational is
maintained (Stettler, I 965). ABET (formerly know as the
Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology) has
been accrediting engineering programs for over 70 years, and

with the integration of the Computer Science Accreditation
Board (CSAB), ABET began accrediting computer science
programs in 200 I and IS programs in 2002. ABET consists
of over 30 .. lead societies" each representing an
academic/professional discipline such as American Institute
of Aeronautics and Astronautics, American Society of Civil
Engineers, Biomedical Engineering Society, Society of
Automotive Engineers, Society of Automotive Engineers,
and others. These societies arc grouped into Commissions.
The Commissions arc listed below in Figure I.
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